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PREFACL

The present work has been written m response to the
persistent demand of our students. There is no suitable book
on Sanskrit translation in the market. This is the general
feeling amongst the tcachers and the studeats.

In writing this book, our chicf aim has been to instruct
the student in the true idiom of Sanskrit. Tt is ncedless to
emphasize that it is not so casy to preserve the idiom in
translation. Mere grammatical correctness is not the samc
thing as idiom. A sentencc grammatically faultless may be
hopeless from the standpoint of idiom. We have constantly
kept an cye on grammatical correctness too, which is admittedly,
the minimum demand of a language. In order that the
Sanskrit he offers in translation be a genuine coin, the student
must critically study the established Sanskrit usage. To help
him in this task, we have noticed in the Introduction the
recognized forms of expression for various idcas and discussed
at length a number of things in the light of recorded evidence.
At places (in the Introduction and Foot-notes) we have tried
to trace the origin and devclopment of certain idiomatic terms.
The student’s attention is particularly invited to the section
on Kdraka in the Introduction.

The book has been divided into four Sections (3]’5]'5) The

first Section deals with the Concord of the Substantive and the
Adjective; Adverbs, Pronouns and Numerals. This would
give the student a good grounding in the Decclension of the
various bases and a precise knowledge of the use of the
Adverbs and the Numerals.

The second Section deals with the Verbs and explains
and 1illustrates the various uses of the Tenscs and the Moods
and brings out some of thc very peculiar and intercsting
usages. Since our object is to teach the language rather
than its grammar, we could not restrict the student’s choice
of roots. Roots, therefore, have not been specified. The
student is left free to make his own choice of roots which give
easier and sweeter verbal forms. It also treats of some of the
complex verbal formations such as thc Desiderative and the



Causative, Besides it has a dozen Exercises on Prepositional
Verbs whose value cannot be over-emphasized. Here we have
selected twelve roots of every day usc and have illustrated
their uses with different prepositions. This will save the
student from the bother of memorising the paradigms of
many roots and at the same time make his expression elegant.
Incidentally he would also know that roots take some preposi-
tions and not others.

The third Section treats of the cases, the Indeclinables,
the Compounds, the Taddhita and geg suffixes. We have

divided the Cases into 1% favfags and 3gqe fawafeqs—this is
not done even in books on grammar. This will give the
student a better grasp of the subject than the usual promis-
scuous treatment. Therc are few Exercises on the Compounds.
These will give him suflicient practice in the formation of
Compounds and enlighten him as to their proper sphere.
He 1s also referred to the Section on Compounds in the
Introduction. The Taddhita formations which are ordinarily
neglected—and which give us so many of our Nouns and
Adjectives—have been duly noticed.

The fourth Section embodies miscellaneous Exercises. First
come miscellancous sentences of all sorts. Then follow some
Dialogue on current topics. These are, in turn, followed by
passages and short stories. Some of them are couched in the
highly idiomatic Hindi, which are a trial for the translator.

Choice of Sentences. The first ... Exercises are all our own
Composition. They are carefully graded. In constructing
sentences we have taken care to see that every sentence makes
some sense, it has its own purpose and interest; it stirs a noble
sentiment and provokes a new thought. When translated into
chaste Sanskrit, it must either add materially to the knowledge
of the student or make it precise where it is vague. This
would be clear from the study of the very first few pages of
the book. A very large number of thcse sentences are drawn
from every day talk and touch on current topics. The same
principle has dominated our Selection of pieces. A glance
at the stories and passages in Section IV will give you an
idea of their refreshing variety. The head-lines will give you
a foretaste of the delectable humour, interest, wisdom and
thought that they are replete with.



Hints. Each one of the Exercises in all the four Sections
is followed by “Hints”’—a novel feature. Here we have tried
to help the student by rendering for him several difficult lines
from the Exercises, into Sanskrit. Besides obviating his diffi-
culties, this would set a standard for him which he can well
hope to attain by constant endeavour. In our renderings
we have observed Samdhi uniformly, for we could not do
otherwise. (For our reasons, see the Section on Samdhi in
the Introduction). Forms which are a bit difficult, have
been explained within the brackets. We have taken particu-
lar care to point out the ungrammatical and unidiomatic cons-
tructions that the student is likely to offer. We have also
indicated at places what makes for grace in a sentence. Some
light on the peculiar uses of the tenses is also thrown for the
first time.

Footnotes. Copicus footnotes are another feature of this
work. These give Sanskrit equivalents for Hindi words and
phrases and sometimes renderings of parts of sentences. In
the first Section we have given synonymous Nouns in their
crude form with gender and verbs in their usable forms in the
various tenses and moods. In the Second Section which
treats of Verbs, we have noted synonymous roots with their
conjugational groups. The student should himself look for
the required verbal forms. All that he need know is given
here and this obviates the necessity of a Glossary at the end.

Appendix. The book has a very important Appendix.
It gives the Sanskrit original of all the sentences marked with
an asterisk * in the Exercises. These sentences are culled
from the writings of standard classical writers and rendered
into Hindi for re-translation. It is vain to improve upon the
Sanskrit original. The student should try to assimilate these
choice expressions of the great classical writers. This is one
of the best ways to learn a language and build up a style.

The book, if introduced in Arts Colleges and the Sanskrit
Vidyalayas, is bound to give a fresh impetus to Sanskrit
studies and raise the standard of efficiency of the student. It
will not only serve as a guide to Sanskrit translation but alsc
as a mirror to Sanskrit usage.

If the learned teachers of Sanskrit and other ¢cholars of the
language appreciate this work as a contribution, howsoever hu-
mble, to a critical study of Sanskrit, I shall consider my labours
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amply repaid. If after a careful study of the book they find that
certain statement made by me are open to question, they would
kindly intimate me all such cases and I shall take the very first
opportunity to elucidate my view point.

The book has been printed at Banaras, and I could not
do proof-reading as desired. = A number of misprints have
crept in and they have been corrected in the Errata at the
end. Readers are requested to refer to this Errata when-
ever they are in doubt about the correctness of a reading
In the abnormal days through which we are passing, printing
could not be anything but abnormal. The type used is old
and the syllabic instants (frars) are in particular, woin out,

These may be supplied by the reader, wherever they are lost

D. A. V. College )
AMBALA. J\ Charu Deva Shastri
12th March, 1950
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